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The '80s electro-pop bandwagon is hot
right now, with bands churning out retro
sounds with the same hit-and-miss vacuity
that plagued their counterparts 25 years
ago. Then there are Norway's Datarock.
Taking obvious musical cues from the
likes of Talking Heads and Devo, they've
merged dance grooves with a hook-laden
pop sensibility to create something that
isn't annoying and won't disappear
instantly.

The duo of Fredrik Saroea and Ket-Ill will have their self-
produced debut album, Datarock.Datarock, re-released by
Nettwerk on June 12. It might be enough to make some
nauseous, but Datarock get the balance right and have thus far
converted listeners to believers, causing a dance frenzy wherever
they play.

"It's crazy because that record was recorded in between other
sessions in that studio," an excited Saroea says over the phone
from Bergen, Norway, while relaxing on the grass outside a local
hipster venue. "We couldn't afford to buy two weeks or a month of
studio time. We had to take the time that was free.

"We recorded in one of the studio back rooms, which was six or
seven square metres with all the instruments. I was playing drums
right beside an office desk. One moment I'd talk about what to do
and turn 60 degrees, play drums and turn back around to my
computer. It was such a strange way to record. We couldn't get
session musicians because we literally found out a day and
sometimes hours before we were going into the studio, so we
played all the instruments."
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It seems the love for the Scandinavian duo is growing wherever
they play.

"Australia is crazy," Saroea says with surprise. "I don't know why,
but Australians really dig Datarock.

"We played a festival with 15,000 people and everyone was
dancing and going crazy. In L.A., we sold out, but in New York we
had 1,000 people dancing and people started coming on stage
and the security had to protect us."

Donning red track suits and glasses for performances has also
left an impression. "It just became a trademark," Saroea explains.

"You can just imagine how nice it is to have a superhero costume
you can put on even though you're tired or exhausted. You put
the red suit and the glasses on and then you're the character. It's
very easy to hide behind and it energizes us."

Here are Datarock's tour dates:

June 3 Montreal QC @ La Tulipe
June 4 Toronto, ON @ Lee's Palace
June 9 Vancouver, BC @ Richard's On Richards

—John Britton
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